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Regis againſt pezitioning "the King for reſtoring the dr- 
© 6 [4 | . a tſhops without epentance. 


hs. 


By a Divine of the Church of England. 


O- petition hg Wikiam for. reſtoring thoſe Men to their 
Revenues, Dignities and Fun&ions who think him an 
Mr latc King James to be rightful King, 

wo have fworn Allegiance to King William, 

formerly (worn'to the late King James, are for- 

petition for the Tate King Fames that he might 


Error, cannot be reſtored without. an eſſential Alteration of the preſent 
Liturgy, -which che Petitioners themſelves are utterly againſt, and the 
Perſons petitioned for all along unto the preſent Change, have been utter- 
ly againft- alſo 3 and' muſt be ſuppoſed to be fo fill, unleſs Self-Intereſt, 
or ſome other Reaſon hath made then! change their Mind, For the pre- 
Kribed Forms of Prayer for K. William and Q. Mary, are an eſſential 
part of the Liturgy, and no Mari can, without notorious Hypocriſy and 
diſſembling, uſe them, and unfeignedly / affent and conſent to them, and 
require of Perſons to be ordained, inſtituted, and inducted, unfeigned 
Aſﬀſent and Conſent to them, who thinks in'his Conſcience that King 
William and Queen Mary are Uſurpers, and that it is {inful to ſwear Alle- 
giancc to them. So that it the King and Parliament had made no Law 
for (wearing Allegiance to: their preſent Majeſties, but had left all Mini- 
ers free to ſwear or uot, as they ſaw good, of' neceſlity the Perſons peti- 
tioned for multi have been Non-conformifts to the Church of England in 
one eſſential Point, and to difſent in any one cfſential Point is 5nffar omm- 
um, as if they had diſſented in all, | | Fw 

A | Zo The 


Ta} 

3. The Perſons petitioned for have made themſelves infamous to the 
Nation, and to all the Reformed Churches, and to the late King James, 
and all his Adhercnt&; by their owng0torious ſelf-contraditing and ſelf. 
confounding Practices. tor they by their publiſhed Declaration De 


It, 1688, (to which I refer them ) immediazghy upoy the late King's 
withdrawing himſelf, and real Abdicatien, an edi his People as 
Sheep without a Shepherd, and by ſubſequent Acts purſuant to that De- 
chration, did indeed, thoWc in word, renounce an 
ance to the late King Fames, and betook themſelves to the then Prince of 
Orange, as under God, the Saviour and Pragetor of the Nation from 
Popery and Slayery. - So that of all Perſons im the Nation none have ſo 


little reaſon to ſcruple Allegiance to their preſent Majeſties as the deprived | 


Biſhops. Let them but reconcile DE their tormer Actions, and 
they muſt needs own and conlent that ſajeſty is moſt rightful 
King. For them now to fiand off from Alle to their preſent Ma- 
jclties, what is it but to. play faſt and looſe with Gptl-agd Geoſcience in 
| Matters which concern” the Temporal and Eternal Safety of three King- 
doms, which is very finful and ſcandalous in a common Man, and. much 
more in Biſhops > They pleaſe not God, and are contrary to all Men 
2 Theſl. 2. x5. 6 gu ; 

4. It is alledged that the Perſons petitioned for, did in the Reign of+che 
hte King perform.an AG ſingukrly meritorious, which. coſt them. Impri- 
fonment in-the Tower. Touching which, let theſe things be impartially 
weighed; t. In the Judgment of the preſent Bp of H7. it was no meritori- 
ous Ac at all, but criminal, as his own publiſhed Paper doth witne(s, and 
his ſending abroad the late King's Declaration to, the Clergy of his Diocels 
to publiſh it, contrary to. the of ena and Practice of the impriſoned 

Biſhops : And therefore it is to be wondred at, if his Lordſhip ſhall now 
in petitioning for the deprived Biſhops applaud that as highly meritorious, 
which ſome Years ago he did in Print declare to all the World to be vitu- 
perable. 2, Admitting it to be ſingularly meritorious, it could merit 
only Temporal Glory; and this they have had, the Nation hath applauded 
them for it. This can be no Atonement for future Crimes and Scandals 
without Repentance. They have ſtained the Glory of their paſt Merit 
for lack of Perſeverance, and by their Diſloyalty to the preſent Govern= 
ment: For the late French Invaſion, and the Rebellion in Ireland, and: 
united Endeavours of Papiſts, and other Sons of Belzal, againſt their pre= 
ſent Majeſties and their Government, are the genuine Conlequence of this 
wicked Error and ſeditious Principle held by the deprived Biſhops, that 
their preſent Majeſties are Ulurpers, and that it is ſinfub to {wear Allegiance 
to.them.. 3. The deprived Biſhops about the time of. their I——_ 

| i4 


q diſclairn all Allegi- 
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did in Print expreſs Tenderneſs towards the Difſenters, and promiſed them 
fair things, when they ſhould have opportunity in the next Parliamene 
and Convocation : the generality of the Nation,, both Clergy and Laity, 
did approve this their Promiſe. Tihpy have had theÞpportunity of perfor- 
jag this their Promiſe, but they have not haggghe Honeſty and Integrity 
&ro do. Far $,is thipdeprived Biſhops and their Adherents, who 1efule 
to come to realliyuable Accord with the Difſenters, and keep up the Breach 
between their Majefties Proteſtant Subjects, and diſlike the At for Tolcra- 
tion, and ſo render themſelves diſhoneſt and peidious Perſons, who in time 
of AﬀMiction and impending Calamity make juft and equal Promites, and 
when the Affliction is ovess: refuſe to perform, and invent ſiutul Shifts and 
Evaſtons to cloak their Hypocriſy. Eh þ | | 
5. To petition the King and Parliament for reſtoring theſe Diſloyal Per- 
ſons to their Profits, and xs, and Eccleſiaſtical FunQions, without 


Repentance of thei againſt the preſent Government, is 
plainly to-petition 


and. Parliament that they will be unjuſt, and 
make thefnſclyes, the Laws, and Government, odious to God and _ 
all good Men, by affording equal Honour, Countenance and Protection to 
good and bad Subjects, to loyal and diſloyal Perſons, to the worthy and 
unworthy. Sontibus nimid sgnoſcendo in ſontibus fit injuria. | 

6. The preſent way of-petitioning is not for mutual Forbearance and 
Condeſcenfion towards all ſuch as agree in the Foundation, and do but 
differ in Circumſtantials, and things indiflexent, and variable Modes and 
Forms, no way deſtructive of the Foundation ; ſuch a Petition we are no 
way againſt, but greatly for. But it is that the King and Parliament will 
deviſe ſome way, whereby thoſe may be reſtored to their Profits, Dignities 
and Offices, whoſe diſloyal and ſeditious Principles firike at the Folindati- 
on, and unhinge the Government, and tend to univerſal Confuſion, and 
for which they ſtand juſtly deprived by Law. And fo it is not a Petition 
for Order, and Unity, and Concord, and the common Good, but quite 
contrary, namely, for the countenancing and encouraging and uphalding 
of a Faction, Sed, and Party of Men in the Nation, againſt Order, Uni- 
ty, and the common Good, that they may have leave and licenſe by Law 
and publick Authority to ridicule and libel the Government, to let in the 
common Enemy, to make their own terms with him, and betray the Na- 
tion, For this one Principle, that their preſent Majeſties are Ulſarpers, 
and that it is finful to {wear Allegiance to them, and pray for them as 
rightful King and Quen, is againſt the very Being and Foundation of the 
Government it is pregnant of a thouſand ſeditious and diſloyal Practices, 
it is as Fire in the Thatch, and carries univerſal Deſolation and Confuſion 


in its Bowels. The Petitioners do not at all defire an At of Union and 
A2 Compre. - 


[4] hs 


Rites and Forms, nap efcefiary to the Being of Churchand State 3 ſuch an. 
A& would be a blefſt# 


$. It will perhaps be ſaid, That the Perſons petitioned for.are Reverend | 
Fathers of the Church, Men of great Wiſdom, Conſcience, and Integrityz 

and if they had not juſt grounds for their Non-conformity, we may well 
think they would conform. To which, befides what is already faid, I re- 
turn theſe following Anſwers. 1. It is a faying of Zuthey's, Nunguam 
periclitatur Religio nifi inter Reverendiſſimos, the State of the Church is 
never in ſo much danger as from thoſe who are tiled Moſt Reverend. 
2. There be others of their Order, fiiled oft Reverend Fathers of the 
Chrwrch, who do conform, and have given as good proof of their Wiſdom, 
Conſcience and Incegrity, as thoſe that do not conform. Now both cannot 


| 41 
be in the right, of neceſſity one of the two muſt be in an Error, and it is 
no ſnl Error, it is an Error agMhſt the Foundation of the preſent Go- 
vernment, both ofChurch and State. 3. As to Things Spiritual and Eter- 
nal. we know no Father, but our ber whichgqzn Heaven, Mat. 23. 9. 
and as to Worldly and Temporal Covers Nation knoweth no 
Father but King H:!;awm No Biſhop, no Apolile is more than a Member 
of Chriti's Bodſhe Church, Jeſus Chriſt is the ſole Head, and the King 
is his Vicegerent, who ruleth all Eftates ag. to Temporal Rule by the 
Sword. 4+ There are conſcientious Heathens, Jews, Mahometans, Papilſts, 
Arians, Socinians, Quakers, Hereticks, and Perfecutors of God's Saints, 
-who think they do God Service in killing God's moſt faithful Servants, 
John 16.2. ſuch an one was Paul before his Converſion. Error and Su- 
_ perſtition, and falſe Zea), hath perverted and corrupted the Conſciences of 
the Perſons petitioned fg heir Conſcience will give them leave to 
ſtrain at a Gnat, and (ll Camel; to be for an Oath of Obedience 


from Presbyters to » but not for an Oath of Allegiance from all the 
Subje&ts of E their prefent Majeſties 3 to filence, anathematize, 


ſuſpend, impriſon and undo multitudes of wiſe, and good, and uſeful Men 
for Non-conformity to things indifferent, and in their own nature not 
neceſſary in the Judgment of the moſt rigid Conformiſts : moderate Con- 
formiſts confeſs them to be inconvenient, tho not flatly ſinful 3 and the 
Diſſenters conceive them to be flatly ſinful, Their Conſcience will give 
them leave to diſpenſe with and keep up Miniſters, Non-reſidency, and 
Pluralities ( which even the Council of Trent conderns ) and ſelling Spiri- 
tual Pardons and Indulgences for Money in their Courts, by Commutation 
of honeſt Repentance for fhlthy Lucre 3 it will give them leave not to h- 
bour in the Word and Dodtrine, and yet to expect and receive double 
Honour, and to prefer Ordination by unlearned, ungodly, idolatrous, per- 
ſecuting _ Biſhops, before Ordination by learned, ancient, godly, or- 
thodox and moſt reverend Proteſtant Presbyters. From ſach a Conſcience 
I pray God bleſs me, 

9. The Perſons petitioned for, and their Adherents, have ſtood much 
upon their Loyalty to the Higher Powers, and have boaſted of it and glo- 
ried in it, as tho they had been the only Loyal Perſons: and now by 
Ged's juſt Judgment themſelves are fallen into the Pit of Difloyalty, and 
their deluded Conſcience will not ſuffer them to come forth, and fo it is 
not in our power to help them. Let them in God's Name repent, imitate 
Dr. Sherlock, ſhame themſelves before God and the World by honeſt and 
wholſome Repentance and Confeſſion of their falſe Principles concerning 
the Government, and then they will merit Pardon, and we ſha}l-not need 


to petition Authority for them. 
10, VWhe- 


'ES7] 

110, Whether King William be rightful King or no, is not Tawful to diſpute 14-becauſe 
"ſuch a Diſpute in the nature of ir, dorh ſup the matter doubtful and queſtionable : 
Whereas it is unqueſtionably plain, that he is rightfully King ; for he is in full Poſſeſſion 
of the Throne by commoYf Conſent, and diſgenſeth Law and ] to all che Realm, 
and proteQerh his Subje&s _ Civil Fs, and in the free exerciſe of their Re- 
ligion, and it cannot be prove that he is an Uſurper. All that can be alledged.is bur 
Conjecture, and uncertain Opinion, and doubtful Diſputatien, which in a Point of «ghis 
nature, ſignifies nothing ar all : For unlcſ6 ir be plain and clear as&h# Sun at Noon-day, 
that he is nor rightful Poſlefſor of che Throne, if the Evidence he not ſo clear and 
plain, as fully to convince the Cenſciences of all impartial Men, ſincerely ſtudious of 
their Duty to God and the King; if rherc be twenty Reaſons for, and as many Reaſons 
againſt King William, the Conſciences of all in the Nation are bound to own and ſub- 
mit to him as righetul King, and to rerounce and diſclghm Allegiance to the late King 
Fames, as having no Right ar all ro the Throne. ; 

11. The Nation hath not depoſed the late Ring, but he hath depoſed himſelf, and 
abdicated himſelf from the Government, by invading the Fundamental Laws of the 
Nation, whereby the mutual Rights of Prince awd do eontiſt, parricularly by 
going about to impoſe on three Kindoms a ſuppbſmi e of Wales, in order to 
bring in the Papacy, and ſubjxRing them-to a Foreign as to Eccleſiaſtical 
Cauſes, aud enſlaving them as ro their Civil Righrs, a ding the right Heir, 
Againſt this Invaſion of the Fundamental Laws and Rights of the Wation, the Nation 
having no other Remedy, did, by the Prince of Orange, their Head and Chieftain 
( whom ir principally concerned in right cf his Princeſs ) juſtly appealro God the ſy- 
pream Judg, with their Swords in their Hands, and God received their Appeal, gave 
Sentence tor chem in wonder:;ul manner, and made the lace King, by real Abdication, to 
quit all Right to the Throne, and the whole Nation unanimouſly by their Repreſenta- 
tives lawfully and peaceably afſembled, to kill the-Throne with their preſent Majeſties. 
Not they who fight for, .but they who fight againſt the Fundamental Laws of the Na- 
tion, by wi:ich the mutual Rights of Prince and People do contiſt, are to be eſteemed 
and judged Fighters againſt God's Ordinance and juſt Aurhority. 

12. Earthly Kingdoms and Monarchies are an lmage and Reſemblance of God's 
Kingdom over ail. Now God claims no Allegiance and SubjeQion from any Man, but 
in conſideration of thoſe Bencfits and Favours which he afforderh in common to all 
Men, as tlieir Creator and Upholder, and to all cle& Men in ſpecial, as their gracious 
Got in Chriſt ; and if he ſhall not perform his Oath and Covenant to all Men in general, 
to all ele& Nen in ſpecial, he is contented rhat we eſteem him no God, and renounce 
all Subjc&ion and Allegiance ro him; and he makes our own Conſciences }udges berween 
himand us: I. 5.3. Gen. 9.8, 9, &c, and 18.23, 24, 256. Hib.11.6., 1 70h. 1.9, 
There is therefore a mutual Covenant,racir or expreſs, in every legal Monarchy, where- 
by che murual Rights of Prince atid People coniifſt ; which Covenant being broken and' 
made void in the ſubſtantial Branches of ir, the innocent Party harh ground of Appeal 
ro God the ſupream Judgand Diſpoſer of Crowrs and Kingdoms, 1n whoſe Deciſton all 
Sides and Parries are to acquieſce. But where this Appeal cannot be made by the 
Sword wichourt ruine of the State, and doing more hurt than good, it js not to be at- 
rempted, no Remedy can be eligible which is worſe than the Diſeaſe, _ 

13. This is the true Mean berween the Dodtrine of refiſting Authority ſupream and 
ſubordinace, and che PoRrine of not refiſting thoſe who pretend Authority, bur really 
have none, but are Curt-throats, Murderers, Afﬀatlins, and Invaders of juſt and lawful 
Riohrs, having no Authority ſo ro do, To refiſt Aurhority ſupream and ſubordinare, is 
nor 59 refiſt Man bur God 3 and they who refiſt him, are guilty of Folly and Impiety, 
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and:can look for nothing but Damnation. Not to reſiſt thoſe who pretend Autliority,. 
bur really have none, when we are ſufficiently able to reſiſt them, and to fave our ſelves. 
from their unjuſt Violence, is not to be Martyrs, but Fgpls, unworthy of God, and. 
thoſe Bleſlings rhings he doth berruſt us with, whigh he will call us ro account: 
fog, and damn 'vs it we have not been wills and fai wards thereof, Now the- 
Undertaking of the Prince of Orange, and his Adher as not a reſiſting of Aucho-- 
riy, but a juſk Vimghcariowe? thoſe Rights which the late King Zames, wichour all Au-. 
thority, did ſcek kypForce and Fraud to deprive them of, For the Queſtion between. 
the late King on one fide, and the Prince of Orange and his Adherents on the other ſide,. 
being plainly this, Whether che ſuppoſed Prince of Wales was ceally born of che Queen. 
or not? Here ir is evident, that the late King was noe Judg, but a Party. And ir is un- 
reaſorable, and againſt all Laws of God and Man, for any Man, yea, for the Emperor 
himſelf, wo be Judg in his owe Cauſe, as Ep Uſhzrgrancs in his Book of the Power of 
ths Prince, pag. 162. The late King being no. Judg as to this Point, he could have no. 
Authority, his refuſal to give the Nation juſt and. reaſonable SarisfaQion, was a refuſal: - 
of common Right, contrary to the Law of Natzors, and tothe Fundamental Laws of: 
this Kingdom, whereby thg Throue: is upheld, and upon which, as a Foundation, the 


Crown which zjandglling, che Crown muſt needs fall with ir, and the 
Conſcience of the Sub diſcharged from all Ties and Bonds of Allegiance, 

4- Adminring che WWhce of Wales to. be leigped, the Conſciences of the lare King 
and all his. Parrak th Foreign and Domeſtick, will compel them to yield, thar it. 


was a Complication of hoxrible Crimes againſt all Law, both Divine and Human, that all. 
the Subject of theſe three Nations and Kingdoms were bound in their ſeveral places, 
all chat in them lay, to withſtand and hinder ſuch a Villany and Injuſtice from taking 
effe&; and that all who fight and take up Arms in defence thereof, are Fighters againſt 
God, againſt common Honeſty, againſt choſe Fundamental Laws of the Nation, which. 
Kone the mutual Righrs of Prince and People, and which the late King was ſworn co. 
obſerye inviolate : and that they who fight againſt the Authors and Abetrors of this 
Villany under the Condu& of the Prince of Orange, in right of his Princeſs and che nexr 
Heir to the Crown, are fighters for God, ard for commcn Honeſty, and have Law and. 
Conſcience on their fide, Now the late King refuſed to give the Nation juſt and rea- 
ſonable SatisfaRion, and pur himſelf upon trial and deciſion of his Cauſe by the Sword ; 
and ſinking in his Undertaking, withdrew himſelf, left the Throne, and the Nation to 
ſhift for ic ſelf, and ſee to irs own Safety : which accordingly it did, by placing their 
Majeſties in the Throne, and thereby ſecuring publick Peace, and laying a ſure Foun- 
dation for future Peace and Tranquillity to all Generations. As for thoſe who think it. 
is ſufficient for the ſaving their Conſciences if they ſwear Allegiance to King William, as 
King de fatto, not de jure: 1 do very much queſtion ir, n0# tali auxilio nec defenſoribus. 
Its tempus eget ; this preſent Cauſe needs no ſuch Advocates. 1 ſee not how they can ex- 
caſe and defend thoſe of the Nobility, Gentry, Clergy, and Commonalcy who did invite 
the Prince of Orange over, and hazard their All in 111s Cauſe afcer his landing. Debile 
Jundamentum fallit op:1s ; The SuperſtruQure can be no ſtronger than the Foundation :: - 
pd if the Prince of Orange had no juſt ground for his Undertaking, I fee not how his 
Adherents can be juſtified, I fay nor that the buſineſs of the Prince of Wales was the 
only ground for his now Majeſties Undertaking, but I think ir- was a principal one, 
which confidered in its Cauſes, Concomirants, and EffeRs, is abundantly ſufficient fox 
Vindication of the preſent Settlement, and for ever ſtopping the Mouths of all irs Op- 
poſers. I do not build the Juſtice of his Majefties Cauſe upoa bare Succeſs 3 bur yer 
a righteous Cauſe I hope is not the worſe.for being bleſſed by God with wonderful and. 


aſtoniſhing Succeſs. , 
15» That: 
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to'bear”- 


ng us'ar this day, 


| Man can be a good Man 
ſee not how a Man Ctr be peaceable, who'govern: 
rious Principles. Loyalry and Allegiance ro*mh 
of the fifth Commandment, comprized in” our  Cofenane; | 
Children in che common Carechiſm. © And tho many may be loyal ro their 
Country, who are void of holy Love and Loyalry towards God;; yer 1 ſee nor. 
Man can be cruly holy and loyal tawards God, who is not a good Subjet, a 
Common-wealchs Man, who is nor zealous for che publick Good, who governs him- 
{clf by Principles deſtru&ive of human Sociery. . | 7 {IBS els 
17, Upcn the ſame grounds thar the Perſons petirioned for, ſeraple Allegiance eo 
their -preſenc Majeſtics, they mighr have fcrupled Allegiance ro-thoſe who were laſt 
in the Throne, and the Subjeas of any King now on Earch may ſcruple Allegiance ro 
rheir Soveraign. For T would ask them, whar better Right to the Throne had the lare 
King Fames atrer his Brother's death, than their preſent Majeſties now haye? They 
. will ſay, The Right of Succeſſion. Very well. Now all ſides grant, rhar a ſucceſſive 
a> A (01s ,,- ; - | . n 4 ET3s, 
rain Gran Kingdom 15 no [nlargement of Right, bur a Continuation of what the Predeceflor had. 
Fury were For he char ſucceeds, fucceeds in nniverſum jus defuntH, inro all che Righr of the deceaſed. 
44 ;y 1;. Now becauſe there cannor be proceſſus in infinitum, infinite proceeding, therefore of ne- 
«2 7 , ceflicy we muſt come to ſome firſt, in whom rhe Monarchy began. Burt no legal and 
P / juſt Monarchy can begin and be conſticured without murual Compa@ and Coyenanr 
tacic or Expreſs berween Prince and Pcople. It were eaſy to ſhew this ar large from 
Scripture, Natural Reaſon, the Cuſtom of Narions, and approved general Uſage, and 
3 oil che Cor.ccffions cf Adverſaries, Now this Right their Majefties have, as good as Will, 
which ic , TE Eorqueror had, and as good as Hemy the 7th had, AS for the grand Ovjettion of a 
fi #iien x. former Obligation to the lace King; the Anſwer 1s, rhar he was as cruly and as ſtrongly. 
ES... of bourd to us aswe ro him, and we did not firſt forſake him, bur he forſook us 3 we did 
bo 7; leo jj. Bot refiſt lawiul Auchoriry, bur only thoſe who pretended Authority, bur really had 
= & of none, For no Law, wherher Diyine or Humane, gave the lare King Authoriry to impoſe 
F £9:1%) upon the Conſciences of 'all ir three Kingdoms a feigned Prince of Wales, to the Ex- 
cluiion of the right Heir, and overchrowing rhe Right of Succeflion. He by engaging 
n defence of cliis Villany, did engage againſt God, againſt rhe Law, againſt common 
"Honeſty, againſt the comman Good, and made himfclf no legal Monarch, bur a Sub- 
verter of che Legal Monarchy, and ſo he did diſcharge us'from all ries of Allegiance 
*o him and. ir became our Duty, by force of Arms, to ſtand up for the legal Mo- 
narchy againſt its Enemics. FINIS. ; 
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